




Bronx Rhymes:An Urban Multimedia Project
Claudia Bernett, MFA & Maria Loveva, MFA

PARSONS journal FOR INFORMATION MAPPING
volume I  issue 2,  SPRING 2009
[page 3]

© 2009 PARSONS JOURNAL FOR 
INFORMATION MAPPING AND PARSONS 
INSTITUTE FOR INFORMATION MAPPING

SUMMARY

Bronx Rhymes leverages physical, digital, and mobile 
communications with the aim of inviting the local  
community to engage with its own history, and with each 
other. The publicly mounted posters call attention to a 
fading history, and encourage passersby to engage with 
that history via sms. This medium of communication was 
selected for it’s preva-lence among our target demographic. 
BronxRhymes.org launched on November 15th, 2008, 
and to date has received 1,700 unique visits, with users 
spending an average of 2:32 minutes on the site. We have 
received approximately 60 submissions, along with calls 
from local DJs and MCs interested in the project’s expan-
sion. Finally, we have been reviewed by the New York 
Times, the psfk and PBS: Mediashift blogs.

BIOGRAPHY (OR BIOGRAPHIES)

Claudia Bernett is an artist and designer living and 
working in New York City. Since receiving her MFA from 
Parsons School of Design in 2000, she has been creating 
work that operates at the intersection of the digital  
and physical realms, and explores cognitive responses to 
human-computer interaction. She also works as an 
interaction designer in the Mobile and Emerging Plat-
forms group at R/GA where she leads the user interface 
development on a wide variety of digital tools, toys,  
and experiences.

Maria Ioveva is an interaction designer and motion 
graphics artist. Her interest in urban narratives led her to 
create “after-images” of the city — a series of animated 
dreamscapes in which past, present and fantasy intertwine. 
In previous pieces, she has re-imagined classic New York 
silhouettes such as the Brooklyn water towers and the 
abandoned elevated High Line rail line. She received an 
MFA from Parsons School of Design in 2005, and cur-
rently works as a Senior Interaction Designer at R/GA for 
the Nike+ account.
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NOTES 

1  The Chicago Manual of Style: The Essential Guide for 
Writers, Editors, and Publishers, 15th Ed. (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 2003), 600.

2  The Chicago Manual of Style, 603– 605.

3  The Chicago Manual of Style, 603– 605.

4  The Chicago Manual of Style, 601, 602; The Chicago 
Manual of Style, 601, 602; The Chicago Manual of Style, 
601, 602; The Chicago Manual of Style, 601, 602.

5  See note 1 above.

6  The Chicago Manual of Style, 606. Author commen-
tary follows the citation.

7  “When a note includes a quotation, the source nor-
mally follows the terminal punctuation of the quotation. 
The entire source need not be put in parenthesis, which 
involves changing existing parentheses to brackets and cre-
ating unnecessary clutter.” The Chicago Manual of Style, 607.


